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Meeting August 5, 2024 

 

 

The meeting of Mount Pleasant Borough Council was called to order by President Ruszkowski 

7:00pm in Council Chambers at 1 Etze Avenue, Mount Pleasant, PA 15666.  The Pledge of 

Allegiance was said.  President Ruszkowski asked Borough Manager Lesko to take roll call.  

Councilpersons present included Lasko, Stevenson, Davis, Barnes, Czekanski, and Phillabaum. 

Mayor Bailey was present. Solicitor Mlakar and Solicitor Leechalk were present. President 

Ruszkowski stated that a quorum is present.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Stevenson to approve the regular meeting minutes of 

July 1, 2024 and special meeting minutes of July 10, 2024 since Council has been provided with 

a copy.  Motion seconded by Councilwoman Lasko.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 

Medic 10 Report: 

 

• Zach Gergas, Director of Medic 10, gave his monthly report. A copy of the report 

provided by Mr. Gergas is attached hereto. 

 

Solicitor Mlakar stated that he is working on completing the by-laws for Medic 10 and 

asked Mr. Gergas about the protocol of who can be in an ambulance. Mr. Gergas stated 

that they have an EMT and paramedic and then anyone that is in the fire department they 

can use as a driver if it is a more critical call. Solicitor Mlakar asked if they have to be 

trained. Mr. Gergas responded, if they are a driver they do not, just EVOC certification 

which is the Emergency Vehicle Operation Certification. Solicitor Mlakar stated that they 

have had issues at other municipalities with ride-alongs and the insurance company does 

not approve of it. Mr. Gergas stated that they do offer ride-alongs to EMT students 

through the County Community College and Penn State and that they have agreements 

with both of the schools and they do sign HIPAA forms before they do the ride-alongs.  

 

James Meredith of the VFW Post 3368 presented Zachary Gergas, Director of Medic 10, a check 

for Medic 10 for their outstanding efforts in the amount of $5,000.00 to be help offset any 

expenses, medical supplies, vehicle maintenance or whatever they may need.  

 

Fire Department Report: 

 

Mr. Harenchar spoke gave the following report: 

 

• Thanked everyone that attended the Fireman’s Banquet celebrating their 125th 

anniversary.  

 

• They have been very busy with fire calls and are 52 calls ahead of last year. 

 

• They have people that are interested in joining the fire department.  

 

• The tower truck is not in service yet. It has to have work done to the pump and then it 

will be ready to put back in service. It should be done within a week or so once it goes for 

the repairs.  

 

Borough Manager Lesko asked Mr. Harenchar if he knew when the lights at the softball field at 

Frick Park are going to be fixed. Mr. Siska already had the parts before the truck had left to be 

repaired in Ohio and was to fix them when the tower truck returned. Mr. Harenchar stated that 

they were told that there was a grant received for LED lights and the softball league was going to 

have someone else doing it. Borough Manager Lesko stated that they would not have that done 

before the travelling Vietnam Wall come through and the lights have to be fixed for that. Mr. 

Harenchar stated that the truck can be used to put up the lights.  

 

• Mr. Harenchar stated that they will accept the offer of Parade Marshall celebrating their 

125th anniversary for the Mt. Pleasant Glass & Ethnic Festival.  

 

• Mr. Harenchar asked if there was anything needed from the fire department in helping 

with the travelling Vietnam Wall. Borough Manager Lesko stated that we don’t have 
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much to do with it other than giving them the use of Frick Park and the lighting.  Mr. 

Gallagher has taken care of everything and it will be here from August 28th through 

September 1st, 2024. Mr. Harenchar stated that he had been asked about putting a flag up 

over Route 31 when they pass through. Borough Manager Lesko stated that she had 

spoken with Mr. Gallagher today and asked him to stop at the fire department and talk to 

Mr. Harenchar.  

 

Solicitor Mlakar stated that he had asked Borough Manager Lesko to forward a State Farm 

Grant to the fire department. Mr. Harenchar stated that they had received it and have already 

submitted the grant. Solicitor Mlakar stated that it is a first come first serve grant.  

 

Public Comment:   

 

• Lance Bentler, Principal of Ramsay Elementary, inquired about advertising for a 

Crossing Guard. Mr. Bentler has been helping when Don Fleming cannot make it to 

cross. Mr. Bentler has asked parents that are there all the time to drop off and pick up 

their children and they have no interest in doing it and he cannot keep doing it. Borough 

Manager Lesko stated that the Borough will place an ad to see if they get any interest in 

the position. Borough Manager Lesko reported that Diane Washington is retiring and will 

not be doing it this year. Mr. Bentler stated that he has meetings after school is out and 

that he has spoken with custodians and that is a union issue and they cannot cross unions. 

He does not have a school police officer daily or he could have him do it. The Borough 

Police would fill in when they did not have anyone to do it. 

  

• Ray Sylvester of 413 Braddock Street, Mt. Pleasant, PA spoke to Council regarding 

fireworks from the July 3rd Party in the Park. Has lived in the Borough over 20 years. 

When he first moved here, they had the fireworks in the cemetery and at that time he was 

younger and would clean up any debris left in his yard, roof and gutters. Mr. Sylvester 

stated his is not one to complain and loves fireworks as much as anyone else; however, 

he does not like them right over his home. This year was the worst and the debris was 

still glowing orange when landing on his roof. He was thankful the fire department was 

on the street in front of his house during the fireworks. Debris was hitting him and he had 

to go inside. Stated that the inside of his house smelled like Sulphur for 2 days. Council 

President Ruszkowski stated that she will speak with the Borough Manager and see what 

we can do.  

 

• Dan Sucanic of 333 South Diamond Street, Mt. Pleasant PA spoke to Council regarding 

the fireworks from the July 3rd Party in the Park. He is a neighbor to Mr. Sylvester and he 

will confirm everything that he just spoke about. Mr. Sucanic brought a bag of debris that 

was in his pool. He is concerned that they are toxic and may contaminate water. Mr. 

Sucanic suggested putting the fireworks off at another location instead of Visitation 

Cemetery that possibly Mt. Pleasant Cemetery, Falcons Field or the Kosciuszko Club. 

Mr. Sucanic stated that he does have pictures and video of the debris on his property if 

anyone would like to see them. Mr. Sucanic stated that they love the fireworks but 

believes it is a safety hazard.  

 

• James King, a representative of East Huntingdon Township, spoke to Council stating the 

following:  

 

“He is a representative of East Huntingdon Township and the reason why he is 

here is they have had some issues in the past with some Council or Mayor’s 

showing up at the ribbon cuttings within the Township. July 26th Walmart had 

their grand opening and I believe there were members from either from Council, 

but most of it was all Mount Pleasant School District. I have been told that 

someone from within the Council is a manager, regional manager for Walmart. Is 

that true? Either way, supervisors, council presidents, especially the school 

district are not happy about it because the last time I checked the Borough limits 

are not in Walmart or Countryside Plaza or Summit Ridge Plaza. Like I said, we 

have had issues in the past with representatives showing up for ribbon cuttings. 

We don’t have this problem with Scottdale at all. Scottdale, if someone 

approaches them that are inside the Township, their Borough Manager, Mayor, 

anybody comes to the Township and talks to Alex, talks to one of the supervisors, 
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talks to me and they make sure it goes to the right person. I’m just saying that I 

believe that it’s kind of gone away over the years and now my phone blows up 

when they see something on Facebook for Walmart and any other things and are 

like why aren’t you guys there, why aren’t you guys invited and stuff like that. All 

I’m saying is if they approach you, you go “hey go to the right representative. 

This is East Huntingdon Township, that’s where your tax money comes out of, 

that’s where your fire tax comes out of, that’s where your school district tax 

comes out of.” That’s all we are asking for. I’m not saying you couldn’t have both 

Mount Pleasant and Southmoreland School District there because its all the same 

area but the fact that only one was invited and not both, a lot at the school district 

is not happy about it”. Councilwoman Barnes asked who invited them? Mr. King 

said that he did not know and that the only reason he knew about it was pictures 

that was on Facebook and hearsay of people calling the Township building saying 

hey, was you guys invited. The parents’ association asking why wasn’t 

Southmoreland invited. I guess the Mount Pleasant Library got a $1500.00 

donation, the football booster got a check, cheerleading, and there was another 

sport, all got a check. The post is now actually removed. If you look on there it 

only has the Westmoreland Food Bank, the Mount Pleasant Library and another 

organization. They must have took it off because of all of the comments that were 

underneath it and all of the backlash from it. It has been removed. Council 

President Ruszkowski stated that the invitations come to us. We don’t put that 

together. Mr. King says “I understand that but it’s like if one of you guys’ 

businesses come to the Township and say we want you to come to a ribbon 

cutting we as supervisors and secretaries, everybody would be like that is not our 

area, contact your right representatives. If they contact you or if they try to contact 

the school district, why can’t you guys just be like “hey reach out to the 

supervisors, reach out to the secretaries, talk to Alex there or you know if they 

want to go hey we can do a joint thing, because I believe we did it at McDonalds 

that they had the Borough Council and the Township Supervisors there all for one 

and I get it because of the zip codes. Our Township is made up of 8 different zip 

codes, Hunker, New Stanton, Alverton, Tars, Ruffs Dale, Scottdale. It’s a big 

area. It’s 33.7 sq miles and there are a bunch of different zip codes in it. I get a lot 

of these businesses get confused because they have the 15666 zip code and 

they’re thoughts automatically go the Mt. Pleasant. Councilman Davis asked are 

you saying that they didn’t invite anyone out there at all? Mr. King responded 

“not a single person. Alex double checked her records and any missed calls and 

anything like that. The supervisors checked their cell phones and there was no 

information from Walmart or even Southmoreland School District”.  

 

• “Good evening. Obviously, everyone knows why I am here.  Do you all want to take a 

break?”  

 

Council President Ruszkowski said “no, I just need your name and address for the record”.  

 

“I was going to do that ma’am. My name is Mark Price, a former Police Officer here at 

Mount Pleasant, again obviously you guys know who I am. I am here to make a 

correction that was posted at your last meeting that states Officer Price was fired from 

Mount Pleasant Police Department. I want it to be known that Officer Price wasn’t fired 

from Mount Pleasant Police Department. I resigned / quit and I resigned / quit after I had 

a meeting with the mayor, who obviously isn’t here today right, who knows why? After I 

sat on her couch for approximately 45minutes and explained to her how jacked up Mount 

Pleasant Police Department is and all of the things that are going on and all of the things 

that should be addressed and aren’t being addressed and how a police officer is 

conducting himself here.”  

 

Solicitor Mlakar stated “I am going to stop you right there. It’s a personnel matter. You 

cannot stand here and criticize the police department. You have a complaint? File the 

complaint with the Borough. The Borough will address it.” 

 

Mr. Price continued by saying “what I’m doing is, letting you all know”.    

Solicitor Mlakar said “I’m telling you that’s what you are to do”.  

Mr. Price said “can I continue speaking now?”  

Solicitor Mlakar responded “no, you are done”.  
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Mr. Price said “which is what I figured was going to happen here”.  Solicitor Mlakar 

stated “it is a personnel matter”. Mr. Price said “but the personnel matter is all of the 

information, I have text messages, I have letters”.  Solicitor Mlakar intervened and said 

“file a complaint, do what you have to do” Mr. Price continued to speak over Mr. Mlakar 

stating I have everything else to justify what you all say that I did. Solicitor Mlakar 

continued “do what you have to do, it’s a personnel matter, we’re not going to discuss it”. 

Mr. Price continued by saying “I was never talked to, I was never called in” Solicitor 

Mlakar stated “your time is up sir, please sit down”. Mr. Price addressed a reporter from 

the Daily Courier in the room by saying “sir, if you could, I would like to talk to you after 

this meeting”. Solicitor Mlakar responded by saying “be careful what you say”. Mr. Price 

continued “and we’ll clarify the record there”. Mr. Price went on to say “I knew this 

would happen, just like every other meeting. Evidently you all don’t care.  

 

Mr. Price stated “Before you continue, I will be at the next meeting and try to get another 

3 minutes. Solicitor Mlakar stated “and you’re not going to get it. If you’re going to talk 

personnel, it’s a personnel matter, you’re not going to get it sir”. Mr. Price stated “I’m not 

talking personnel; I am talking personal”. Solicitor Mlakar said “it doesn’t matter, it is a 

personnel matter”. Mr. Price responded “me”? Solicitor Mlakar responded “yes”. Mr. 

Price said “I can speak on my own behalf”.  Solicitor Mlakar responded “you have an 

appropriate method to do that. I would suggest you get counsel”. Mr. Price responded “I 

am trying”. Solicitor Mlakar stated “you are not going to get it here”. Mr. Price continued 

by saying “you all don’t want to hear what I have to say because it’s the truth, that’s 

why”.  Solicitor Mlakar responded “we’ve had enough, we’ve heard enough from you”. 

Mr. Price continued “you did the same thing to Mr. Rega at one of the meetings that I 

was here when that man is legitimately right”.   Council President Ruszkowski banged 

the gavel and stated Mr. Price you are out of order!” Mr. Price responded “I am done. I 

will see you next meeting”. Solicitor Mlakar stated “you’ll get the same answer”. Mr. 

Price responded by saying “I’m sure”.  

 

Speakers:   None.  

 

Mayor’s Report: None.  

 

Solicitor’s Report:  

 

Solicitor Mlakar gave the following report:  

 

• The Parking Authority met, signed a Resolution asking that they be terminated. Borough 

Manager Lesko has the Resolution. They also signed the deeds transferring the properties 

to the Borough. They will be recorded and once all assets are transferred the Authority 

will sign a request for termination and then the Borough will pass an Ordinance 

terminating them.  

 

• Distributed to council for comments a copy of the solicitation ordinance that was drafted. 

Solicitor Mlakar asked if Council could please review and send him comments regarding 

the ordinance. We will not advertise it until everyone is on board with what they want to 

do. There needs to be more discussion and a decision where food trucks are not permitted 

on Main Street.  

 

• Had Borough Manager Lesko circulate a tentative draft of the sign ordinance. There are 

some lengths that council needs to decide what they would like to do. The ordinance has 

been limited to solely electronic signs, which are LED signs that can be changed either 

manually or by internal controls. The issue is do you want to have scrolling signs? Under 

the codes that would be considered digital signs as opposed to an LED sign.  The existing 

zoning ordinance creates a provision on the size of a sign. We are probably looking at a 

sign approximately 10 sq. ft. and then where do you want them located? Do you want 

them just as a pole sign, which he recommends, or a cabinet sign, which you have a 

monument and the cabinet is inside. Councilman Davis stated that we should be careful 

with the language because a digital sign can be LED. Solicitor Mlakar stated that is one 

of the questions, a digital sign is a scrolling sign that goes across, and do you want that or 

do you want an LED sign that is changeable and how often do you want it to change.   
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Councilwoman Lasko asked if PennDOT has regulations for some of this. Solicitor 

Mlakar stated they do for state highways. Councilman Phillabaum stated that is Diamond 

Street, Church Street and Main Street. Solicitor Mlakar also said and you need to decide 

where do you want them located. The problem with the ordinance is that you have a 

zoning ordinance that addresses signs with 5 paragraphs and you have a free-standing 

sign ordinance that doesn’t correlate with the zoning ordinance. What really should 

happen is that zoning ordinance should be amended to address signs and when you get to 

that point, what types of signs do you want to allow. Where do you want them located; do 

you want them on roofs, etc.  Solicitor Mlakar stated that the perfect example is Saloom’s 

Store and that is an LED sign. It changes as opposed to scrolling. Councilwoman Lasko 

stated that she believes that everyone would want LED as opposed to scrolling. Solicitor 

Mlakar stated that they call them animation signs. Councilwoman Czekanski asked if you 

can have both in the Ordinance. Solicitor Mlakar stated that you can and that Council will 

have to decide and the other question would be when you get to the zoning, where do you 

want them located. There are approximately 10 different options as to where you can 

have them. Borough Manager Lesko asked if they want a scrolling sign on every store 

front. Councilwoman Lasko stated that is what she is afraid is going to happen. 

Councilwoman Czekanski stated that she has had some businesses approach her that are 

located along SR 31 that want them. She is not opposed to them because we don’t want to 

lose businesses in town. Mr. Joseph Bauer spoke from the audience and stated that the 

Borough does have an ordinance regarding overhead signs due to the weight of them so 

no one gets hurt. Mr. Bauer stated that the Borough should look at Youngwood Boroughs 

sign ordinance. They just put in an LED sign along SR 119 in their borough. Solicitor 

Mlakar stated that he looked at their ordinance online and it does not include digital 

signs. He will have to give them a call to see if they he can get a copy of their updated 

sign ordinance.  Solicitor Mlakar asked the Ordinance Committee to please get together 

and take a look at the draft sign ordinance and decide what they want to do.  

 

Treasurer’s Report:   

Councilwoman Stevenson gave the following Treasurer’s Report for the month of June 2024: 

 
Mt. Pleasant Borough Treasurer's Report Jun-24    

  Prev Bal  Deposits  

 

Disbursements  

Balance 

2024 

General Fund Checking  

Scottdale Bank 

19069335 1,350,015.28 51,891.79 147,815.24 1,254,091.83 

General Fund Budgetary 

Reserve 

 Standard Bank 

321615  1,081,782.46 3,549.79 0.00 1,085,332.25 

     **Police 48,591.82      
     **Streets 148,604.25      
     **Contingency Fund 393,757.26      
     **Infrastructure 206,588.62      
     **Workers 

Compensation 50,000.00      
     **BOMP Gas Wells 27,156.44      
     ** Frick Park Gas 

Well 29,927.50      
     **Levins 0.00      
     **Fire 43,400.00      
     **K-9  13,828.76      
     **Medic 10 100,000.00      
     **Marcellus Impact 

Fee Act 13 23,477.60      
Police Parking Tickets & 

Meters 

Scottdale Bank 

1026616 35,850.20 352.37 0.00 36,202.57 

Escrow Account 

Scottdale Bank 

19069343 4,648.00 15.90 0.00 4,663.90 

Liquid Fuels / Scottdale 

Bank 

Scottdale Bank 

19123645 183,741.74 628.45 318.80 184,051.39 

Monument CD 

Standard Bank 

446635 7,382.80 376.36 7,759.16 0.00 

Monument CD 

Mid Penn Bank 

318039101 0.00 7,759.16 0.00 7,759.16 

Payroll Fund 

Scottdale Bank 

19069350 3,580.12 71,895.73 48,824.50 26,651.35 

Veterans Park Fund 

Somerset Trust Co 

2003058309 25,923.12 2.34 0.00 25,925.46 
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Veterans Military 

Banners Fund 

Somerset Trust Co 

2004522337 2,476.91 0.10 1,750.00 727.01 

Storm Water Retrofit 

Phase II 

Scottdale Bank 

19069368 1,289.73 4.41 0.00 1,294.14 

ARPA Covid-19 (American 

Resuce Plan Act)  

Scottdale Bank 

19123652 262,654.11 898.64 0.00 263,552.75 

Standard Bank CD 

Standard Bank 

432243 215,254.60 18,736.66 233,991.26 0.00 

Scottdale Bank 

/MidPenn CD 

Mid Penn Bank 

318039102 0.00 233,991.26 0.00 233,991.26 

Scottdale Bank 

/MidPenn CD 

Scottdale Bank 

318012650 53,527.71 0.00 0.00 53,527.71 

Standard Bank CD (200yr 

Anniversary) 

Standard Bank 

6677418044 54,243.17 0.00 0.00 54,243.17 

Total General Fund 

Balance         3,232,013.95 

Medic 10 Checking 

Scottdale Bank 

19069533 343,912.92 80,754.20 67,069.59 357,597.53 

Medic 10 Savings 

Scottdale Bank 

19069723 59,996.93 205.27 0.00 60,202.20 

Medic 10 Pittsburgh 

Foundation 

Standard Bank 

0000358253 12,185.48 39.99 0.00 12,225.47 

Medic 10 - 501(c)(3) 

Scottdale Bank 

19145689 2,452.48 8.39 0.00 2,460.87 

Medic 10 CD 

Standard Bank 

371917 19,458.71 1,059.59 20,518.30 0.00 

Medic 10 CD 

Mid Penn Bank 

318039082 0.00 20,518.30 0.00 20,518.30 

Medic 10 CD 

Mid Penn Bank 

318023688 5,325.42 268.42 5,593.84 0.00 

Medic 10 CD 

Mid Penn Bank 

318038116 0.00 5,593.84 0.00 5,593.84 

Total Medic 10 Fund 

Balance         458,598.21 

WWT Capital Reserve 

Account 

Scottdale Bank - 

19123702 908,760.16 3,109.20 0.00 911,869.36 

Capital Reserve M. A. 

Savings Acct 
Somerset Trust Co 

2004521230 484,930.84 1,466.72 0.00 486,397.56 

Scottdale Bank /MidPenn CD 
WWT Cap. Resv 

Scottdale Bank 

318015215 201,508.38 701.14 1,175.47 201,034.05 
American National 

(9/5/2023) 

Scottdale Bank - 

MidPenn 3,048,217.31 0.00 0.00 3,048,217.31 
American National 

(9/5/2023) 

Mid Penn Bank - 

Scottdale Bank 518,594.74 0.00 0.00 518,594.74 

Total WWT Balance         5,166,113.02 

Total Borough funds         8,856,725.18 

Councilwoman Cynthia Stevenson / Secretary 

Sharon Lesko     
 

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Stevenson to accept the June 2024 Treasurer’s Report. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Phillabaum. Motion carried 7-0. 
 

 

Tax Collector’s Report: None. 

 

 

Borough Manager’s Report: 

 

Borough Manager Lesko stated that everyone has received a copy of her report and asked if anyone 

has any questions or comments. There were no questions or comments.  A copy of the report is 

attached. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to accept the Borough Managers Report. Motion 

seconded by Councilwoman Lasko. Motion carried 7-0.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to prepare a proposed Right-to-Know Policy. 

Motion seconded by Councilwoman Czekanski. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

Solicitor Mlakar stated that the reason for the right to know policy is that there are a lot of 

requests coming out from AI generated anonymous sources and there have been some decisions 

by the open records office that you do not have to answer them; however, you should have a 
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policy in place with a designated person along with a separate dedicated email address for the 

requests.  

 

Councilwoman Barnes asked if this is for federal.  Solicitor Mlakar stated that this is for the state 

and what is now happening is that AI is generating requests and when you look at the email and 

try to research it, it is not existing. There is a fear that they are going to try and breach your 

system. The second thing is anonymous requests. The statute states that anonymous requests are 

allowed; however, there have been so many fake anonymous requests that the right-to-know 

office states you do not have to honor those opinions; but, you should to have a policy in place 

saying what you are going to do and then if there are an appeal they will look at your policy and 

they will say your policy is good and you do not have to answer. Solicitor Mlakar stated that 

these AI generated are just blasting emails to all municipalities in Pennsylvania with a right-to-

know request with different return email addresses so you have to segregate where they are from 

and you will find that the company does not exist. Councilwoman Barnes asked the reason why 

they are doing this?  Solicitor Mlakar stated so they can breach your system. If you click on 

anything in the email and respond then it is possible that they will have something. It is easier to 

have a policy and to have it posted on your website. Councilwoman Barnes asked if they try to 

put a virus in there. Solicitor Mlakar stated to take all of your information and possibly a ransom. 

 

 
President’s Report: None. 

 

 

Property Report: 

  

A Motion as made by Councilwoman Stevenson to approve Resolution No. 2024-06 authorizing 

and approving the execution of a Right of Way Agreement and Easement between the Borough 

of Mount Pleasant and the Municipal Authority of Westmoreland County.  Motion seconded by 

Councilwoman Czekanski. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

Solicitor Mlakar stated that we have a CSO, combined sewer lines; and, the Municipal Authority 

of Westmoreland County has to relocate one of the lines near Willows Park and they are going to 

bypass an existing easement and re-route it around to come into compliance with the DEP CSO 

requirements. This resolution authorizes the execution of the easement. It is a permanent and 

temporary construction easement. The President and the Secretary pursuant to the resolution are 

authorized to sign it and deliver it to the engineer for the Borough, Gibson-Thomas Engineering 

Co. Councilman Davis asked if they do full restoration to the property. Solicitor Mlakar stated 

that they do.  

 

A Motion as made by Councilwoman Stevenson to authorize Ulery Architect to provide a cost 

for building improvements at Central Fire Station and buildings at Street Department not to 

exceed a cost of $3,000.00.  Motion seconded by Councilman Davis. Motion carried 7-0.  

 

A Motion as made by Councilwoman Stevenson to re-advertise for bids for the electric work at 

the Gazebo / Veterans Park area. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Czekanski. Motion carried 

7-0. 

 

A Motion as made by Councilwoman Stevenson to advertise for bids to replace the shingles on 

the Medic 10 building due to storm damage. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Lasko. Motion 

carried 7-0. 

 

Councilman Davis asked what type of roof was going to be put on the building. Borough 

Manager Lesko stated that it will be shingles and the whole roof at Medic 10 will be replaced. 

The roof is being replaced due to storm damages and the cost covered by insurance.  

 

 

Streets / Stormwater Report: 

 

Council President Ruszkowski stated that everyone has received a copy of her report and asked if 

anyone has any questions or comments. There were no questions or comments. A copy of the 

report is attached. 

 



Page 8 of 20 
 

A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to approve the street department/stormwater 

report submitted by Council President Ruszkowski. Motion seconded by Councilman Davis. 

Motion carried 7-0.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to close a portion of Mullin Avenue from Main 

Street to the alley at the end of the Somerset Trust parking lot on August 12th and September 9th, 

2024 between 3:00pm and 8:00pm for the Mt. Pleasant BDA Food Truck Night. Motion 

seconded by Councilman Davis. Motion carried 7-0.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to close Main Street Route 31 from Braddock 

Road Avenue to Silver Street on September 28, 2024 from 12:30pm to 4:00pm for the Mount 

Pleasant Glass & Ethnic Festival Parade. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Stevenson. Motion 

carried 7-0.  

 

Councilwoman Barnes stated the only question she has regarding the glass festival is why are we 

not asking for the police department and the street department to let us know how many hours 

are being spent for this glass festival. Borough Manager Lesko stated that we did receive them 

and that the Glass Festival paid/reimbursed the Borough for the hours last year. Councilwoman 

Barnes responded that is good. Council President Ruszkowski does not know if the police will be 

able to be at the festival this year due to staffing.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to close S. Diamond Street from Route 31 Main 

Street to Spruce Street and Washington Street from College Avenue to Hitchman from 10:00am 

September 26, 2024 to 11:00am September 30, 2024 for the Mt. Pleasant Glass & Ethnic 

Festival.  Motion seconded by Councilwoman Stevenson. Motion carried 7-0.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to close Route 31, Main Street from Braddock 

Road Avenue to Silver Street on Wednesday, October 30, 2024 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm for the 

2024 Halloween Parade. Motion seconded by Councilman Davis. Motion carried 7-0.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to close Route 31, Main Street from Braddock 

Road Avenue to Silver Street on Wednesday, December 4, 2024 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm for the 

annual 2024 Christmas Parade and Route 819 Diamond Street from Main Street to Washington 

Street on December 4, 2024 from 6:00pm to 10:00pm. Motion seconded by Councilwoman 

Stevenson. Motion carried 7-0.  
 

A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to close Main Street from Eagle Street to 

Diamond from 10:30am to 11:30am on November 11, 2024 for the annual Veterans Day Parade 

and ceremonies.  Motion seconded by Councilman Davis. Motion carried 7-0.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to close Diamond Street from Main Street to 

Washington Street on November 11, 2024 from 10:30am to noon for the Veteran’s Day Parade 

and Ceremonies. Motion seconded by Councilman Davis. Motion carried 7-0.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to close a portion of the alley between the 

basketball court and Frick Park from Wednesday, August 28 to September 1, 2024 for the 

Vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall. It will be closed the length of the basketball court fence. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Davis. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

Parks & Recreation:    

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Lasko to purchase the discovery ridge playground with 

roof playset at a total cost of $7641.54 from WillyGoat Equipment for Frick Park to replace the 

playset that was damaged by vandals. Motion seconded by Councilman Davis. Motion carried  

7-0.   

 

Councilwoman Barnes asked if this will be the same material as was there before. 

Councilwoman Lasko stated that it is not exact but it is very similar as to what was there before. 

It has a roof and is a little bigger that what we currently put up, which that piece will be going to 

Jack Bobbs. Councilwoman Barnes asked if it is stainless steel. Councilwoman Lasko stated that 

it is not and that it is for the preschool children and most of that stuff is just the heavy-duty 

plastic. Councilwoman Lasko stated she tries to avoid the plastic as much as she can when 

purchasing because she wants it to last.  
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Public Safety Report: 

 

Councilman Phillabaum stated that everyone has received a copy of his report and asked if 

anyone has any questions or comments. There were no questions or comments. A copy of the 

report is attached. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to approve the public safety report that he 

submitted. Motion seconded by Councilman Davis. Motion carried 7-0.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to approve Resolution No. 2024-07 approving 

the Amendment to the Police Contract with Mt. Pleasant Borough Police Department and 

authorize Borough Manager Lesko to execute the contract on behalf of the Borough. Motion 

seconded by Councilwoman Stevenson. Motion carried 7-0.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to hire Hannah A Toski as a part-time police 

officer at the part-time rate of $20.00 per hour pending background check. Motion seconded by 

Councilwoman Lasko. Motion carried 7-0.  

 

Veterans Park:  

 

Councilwoman Barnes gave the following report:  

 

• The digital wall is currently down. There was a battery backup supply that was bad and 

we have replaced it. Spectrio and Borough Manager Lesko keep in communication about 

the wall. 

 

• There are people that have bricks at Veterans Park that are wearing and fading. They can 

request a new stone at a cost of $50.00 through the Borough office. 

 

• Looking into putting a light on the mural. They will be speaking with Mr. Krystiniak who 

owns the Diamond Mini Mall about being able to place a light there.  

 

• Received a call from Commander Joe Zelenak who has a gentleman that will design and 

install a railing at the Veterans Wall. They will know a price after they have the Veterans 

Park advisory committee meeting and have the information for next month’s meeting. 

 

• We now have 57 banners. Jeff McGuinness has put up the last batch of approximately 12 

banners. They have gone past Yoder Avenue into the Township on East Main Street.  

 

• There will be a representative from the Veterans Park Committee meeting with the 

Events Committee regarding the 100th anniversary of the doughboy. They will be having 

the unveiling of the Veterans Wall, the doughboy celebration and Veterans Day.  

 

Ordinances:   

Councilman Davis stated that everyone has received a copy of his report and asked if anyone has 

any questions or comments. There were no questions or comments. A copy of the report is 

attached. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Davis to approve the report that he submitted. Motion 

seconded by Councilwoman Lasko. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Davis to approve Ordinance No. 665 amending Chapter 20 

(Solid Waste) to provide for the use of outdoor fire places, grills, fire pits, stone rings, 

exclusively for recreational purposes and food preparation.  Motion seconded by Councilwoman 

Czekanski. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

 

Human Resources:  None. 
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Events Report:  

 

Councilwoman Czekanski stated that everyone has received a copy of her report, and asked if 

anyone has any questions or comments. There were no questions or comments. A copy of her 

report is attached. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Czekanski to approve the events report as submitted by 

her. Motion seconded by Councilman Davis. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

 

Finance / Grants Report:   

Councilwoman Stevenson stated that everyone has received a copy of her report, and asked if 

anyone has any questions or comments. There were no questions or comments. A copy of her 

report is attached. 

 

  

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Stevenson to approve the Finance report that she 

submitted. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Lasko. Motion carried 7-0.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Stevenson to approve Resolution No. 2024-08 approving 

a Joint Petition and Stipulation of Settlement of a tax assessment appeal filed by Rolling Rock 

Unlimited LLC. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Lasko. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

Solicitor Mlakar stated that this is the property where Somerset Trust Bank is now located on 

Main Street. In 2023 Rolling Rock Unlimited, LLC, who owns the property, filed an appeal to 

the Tax Assessment for a reduction in the tax assessment. For some reason the Borough did not 

participate in the hearing, nobody entered their appearance. It is his understanding that it was 

sent to the prior solicitor. The school district and the county negotiated a settlement to reduce the 

tax assessment for the property. They reduced the assessment to $31,600.00, which is a proposed 

market value of $316,000.00 for the year 2024 and then to $29,338.00 for the year 2025 which 

keeps the proposed $316,000.00 market value.  The vacant lot is assessed at $8,400 for 2024 and 

$7,812.00 for 2025 giving it a proposed market value of $84,000.00. There will be a refund due 

for the year 2024. Borough Manager Lesko informed Solicitor Mlakar that in the past, the 

Borough Manager nor the Borough felt it was worth the costs to take action against tax 

assessment appeals.  

 

Solicitor Mlakar stated when a tax assessment appeal is filed you should make a determination as 

to whether or not you want the solicitor to enter an appearance for the Borough. The solicitor 

should be involved when an appeal is taken. This appeal come out of the clear blue and they are 

stunned at what occurred. This appeal was based on an appraisal that was done before the 

building was improved.  We should now contact the tax office and ask them to go out and 

reassess based upon the improvements that were made.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Stevenson to authorize the solicitor to contact the tax 

assessment office to reassess the property that is referred to in Resolution No. 2024-08. Motion 

seconded by Councilman Davis. Motion carried 7-0.  

 

 

New Business: None. 

 

 

Reading of Communications:   

 

Borough Manager Lesko read the following communications:  

 

• There will be a ribbon cutting ceremony for Lux Salon at 533 West Main Street, Mount 

Pleasant PA on Tuesday, August 13, 2024 5:30pm.  

 

• There will be an open house at the Merakey Education Center, 2414 School Street, Mt. 

Pleasant, PA on August 20, 2024 from 3:00pm to 6:00pm. RSVP by August 7, 2024 to 

schools@merakey.org.  

 

 

mailto:schools@merakey.org
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Discussion and Payment of Bills: 

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Stevenson to pay all authorized and approved bills.   

Motion seconded by Councilman Davis.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 

 

Mayor/Council Comment:   

 

Councilwoman Stevenson asked to add additional comment regarding the fireworks. There is a 

lot of paper debris on the street more towards the end of the street where they are located.   

 

 

Miscellaneous and Adjournment: 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by 

Councilwoman Czekanski.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 

 

Meeting Adjourned 8:10pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

      

Sharon Lesko 

Borough Manager      

BOROUGH OF MOUNT PLEASANT 

 

        

             

       Susan Ruszkowski, Council President 
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Medic 10 Report – August 5th, 2024 meeting  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 18 of 20 
 

 

Fire Report – August 5th, 2024 meeting 
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Motions from Meeting of August 5, 2024 

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Stevenson to approve the regular meeting minutes of 

July 1, 2024 and special meeting minutes of July 10, 2024 since Council has been provided with 

a copy.  Motion seconded by Councilwoman Lasko.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Stevenson to accept the June 2024 Treasurer’s Report. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Phillabaum. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to accept the Borough Managers Report. Motion 

seconded by Councilwoman Lasko. Motion carried 7-0.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to prepare a proposed Right-to-Know Policy. 

Motion seconded by Councilwoman Czekanski. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

A Motion as made by Councilwoman Stevenson to approve Resolution No. 2024-06 authorizing 

and approving the execution of a Right of Way Agreement and Easement between the Borough 

of Mount Pleasant and the Municipal Authority of Westmoreland County.  Motion seconded by 

Councilwoman Czekanski. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

A Motion as made by Councilwoman Stevenson to authorize Ulery Architect to provide a cost 

for building improvements at Central Fire Station and buildings at Street Department not to 

exceed a cost of $3,000.00.  Motion seconded by Councilman Davis. Motion carried 7-0.  

 

A Motion as made by Councilwoman Stevenson to re-advertise for bids for the electric work at 

the Gazebo / Veterans Park area. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Czekanski. Motion carried 

7-0. 

 

A Motion as made by Councilwoman Stevenson to advertise for bids to replace the shingles on 

the Medic 10 building due to storm damage. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Lasko. Motion 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to approve the street department/stormwater 

report submitted by Council President Ruszkowski. Motion seconded by Councilman Davis. 

Motion carried 7-0.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to close a portion of Mullin Avenue from Main 

Street to the alley at the end of the Somerset Trust parking lot on August 12th and September 9th, 

2024 between 3:00pm and 8:00pm for the Mt. Pleasant BDA Food Truck Night. Motion 

seconded by Councilman Davis. Motion carried 7-0.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to close Main Street Route 31 from Braddock 

Road Avenue to Silver Street on September 28, 2024 from 12:30pm to 4:00pm for the Mount 

Pleasant Glass & Ethnic Festival Parade. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Stevenson. Motion 

carried 7-0.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to close S. Diamond Street from Route 31 Main 

Street to Spruce Street and Washington Street from College Avenue to Hitchman from 10:00am 

September 26, 2024 to 11:00am September 30, 2024 for the Mt. Pleasant Glass & Ethnic 

Festival.  Motion seconded by Councilwoman Stevenson. Motion carried 7-0.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to close Route 31, Main Street from Braddock 

Road Avenue to Silver Street on Wednesday, October 30, 2024 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm for the 

2024 Halloween Parade. Motion seconded by Councilman Davis. Motion carried 7-0.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to close Route 31, Main Street from Braddock 

Road Avenue to Silver Street on Wednesday, December 4, 2024 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm for the 

annual 2024 Christmas Parade and Route 819 Diamond Street from Main Street to Washington 

Street on December 4, 2024 from 6:00pm to 10:00pm. Motion seconded by Councilwoman 

Stevenson. Motion carried 7-0.  
 

A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to close Main Street from Eagle Street to 

Diamond from 10:30am to 11:30am on November 11, 2024 for the annual Veterans Day Parade 

and ceremonies.  Motion seconded by Councilman Davis. Motion carried 7-0.  
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A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to close Diamond Street from Main Street to 

Washington Street on November 11, 2024 from 10:30am to noon for the Veteran’s Day Parade 

and Ceremonies. Motion seconded by Councilman Davis. Motion carried 7-0.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to close a portion of the alley between the 

basketball court and Frick Park from Wednesday, August 28 to September 1, 2024 for the 

Vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall. It will be closed the length of the basketball court fence. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Davis. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Lasko to purchase the discovery ridge playground with 

roof playset at a total cost of $7641.54 from WillyGoat Equipment for Frick Park to replace the 

playset that was damaged by vandals. Motion seconded by Councilman Davis. Motion carried  

7-0.   

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to approve the public safety report that he 

submitted. Motion seconded by Councilman Davis. Motion carried 7-0.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to approve Resolution No. 2024-07 approving 

the Amendment to the Police Contract with Mt. Pleasant Borough Police Department and 

authorize Borough Manager Lesko to execute the contract on behalf of the Borough. Motion 

seconded by Councilwoman Stevenson. Motion carried 7-0.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to hire Hannah A Toski as a part-time police 

officer at the part-time rate of $20.00 per hour pending background check. Motion seconded by 

Councilwoman Lasko. Motion carried 7-0.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Davis to approve the report that he submitted. Motion 

seconded by Councilwoman Lasko. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Davis to approve Ordinance No. 665 amending Chapter 20 

(Solid Waste) to provide for the use of outdoor fire places, grills, fire pits, stone rings, 

exclusively for recreational purposes and food preparation.  Motion seconded by Councilwoman 

Czekanski. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Czekanski to approve the events report as submitted by 

her. Motion seconded by Councilman Davis. Motion carried 7-0. 

  

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Stevenson to approve the Finance report that she 

submitted. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Lasko. Motion carried 7-0.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Stevenson to approve Resolution No. 2024-08 approving 

a Joint Petition and Stipulation of Settlement of a tax assessment appeal filed by Rolling Rock 

Unlimited LLC. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Lasko. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Stevenson to pay all authorized and approved bills.   

Motion seconded by Councilman Davis.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Phillabaum to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by 

Councilwoman Czekanski.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 


